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ALL ABILITIES FOOTBALL 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.45 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to inform 
the house that this weekend the Western Australian All Abilities Football Association will host its Integrated Football 
competition grand finals. The Integrated Football competition has over 300 players who come together to play 
each week. This program is run by the All Abilities Football Association. All Abilities Football provides players with 
an intellectual or physical disability the opportunity to improve their independence, wellbeing, self-esteem and life 
skills by being a valued member of a local community footy club. 
All Abilities Football in WA has its origins in 2008, when several Perth Football League clubs identified a need 
for players with an intellectual disability who love the game of footy to be able to play. This WA program has grown 
to be nationwide. In 2019, the Western Australian All Abilities Football Association was established to promote and 
grow disability football in Western Australia. Its core purpose is to provide the opportunity for people with a disability 
to be involved and participate in Australian rules football, like every other Australian. 
For season 2021, my local club, Kelmscott Bulldogs Football Club, entered an all abilities team in the Integrated Football 
competition. The driving force behind the establishment of the Kelmscott team is inspirational coach Robbie Turner, 
who is ably supported by the executive of the club. I also congratulate the disability support group 4lifeskills for 
its support in getting the Kelmscott Integrated team on the paddock. To Robbie and his charges, congratulations on 
your first season. I am already looking forward to season 2022. 
Footy, as we know, is part of the social fabric of the Australian way of life. It is the biggest club-based sport played 
by adults in WA. The McGowan government is proud to support organisations such as the All Abilities Football 
Association that play a valuable role in making WA a better and more inclusive place for everyone. The role of 
sport and recreation in connecting and enhancing communities in WA should not be taken for granted. All 
Western Australians, regardless of their situation, deserve the opportunity to lead a healthy, active lifestyle and be 
part of a team. The physical and mental health benefits of club footy participation are valued at $78.6 million. I am 
pleased to share that the government recently secured in excess of $30 000 in funding to help grow the association’s 
Wheelchair Football League competition in 2021–22. 
I encourage members to support our all abilities teams this weekend and head down to John Dunn Memorial Park 
in Kelmscott on Saturday as I toss the coin to kick off the B division grand final match at midday. 
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